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Signs in infants with developmental disorders
— Pilot study on carly detection and support —

Yukio HIRAOKA

Abstract : While government efforts on developmental disorders have achieved remarkable outcomes since the Act on
Support for Persons with Developmental Disorders was enacted, issues of children and adults with developmental
disorders have been specified in each stage of life. Reviewing developmental disorder signs in infants, this study aims
to make a pilot study on early detection and its support system, which is an issue of the first stage. Most examples were
found afier living in a group, such as a nursery school and a kindergarten, and initially supported there. Both experts
and parents are able to recognize infant disorders by their developmental characteristics. Therefore screening could be
done at the 18-month check-up. In addition, as mothers who have children with developmental disorders have
complicated and a variety of feelings, support in the early stage (pre-diagnosis support), in consideration of their
delicate psychological reactions and uneasiness, is necessary. To understand mothers feclings better, not only
quantitative studies but qualitative studies are significantly required.

Special needs education system was introduced info the educational field by recognizing a new concept of mild
developmental disorders. In the same way, establishing a new support system for mothers in the carly stage will be
required.

Keywords : mild developmental , early detection and support, pre-diagnosis support
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