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A study on the role of children’s centers in community child-raising assistance (2)
— Operation of children’s centers and the work of center directors —

Susumu SATTO, Osamu QY AMA, Shinobu YAMAGUCHI,
Yuka DAIJ, Hiroshi MORIKAWA, Kentaro ANAN
Hajime SHIMOMURA, Koichi USHIKU, Masahiro SUZUKI
Katsumasa YAMADA, Kunio YANAGISAWA

Abstract : In order to encourage efforts by children’s centers and enhance community child-raising assistance, this
study examined who children’s centers were intended for and who actually used those centers, achievements such as
projects that the centers had implemented, and the role of center directors.  Select children’s centers nationwide (1,596
centers) were mailed a questionnaire in February 2010. Results revealed the relationship between the declining
number of potential users and actual users, the status of periodic projects and one-off projects, and the fact that centers
were implementing interesting projects. Results also revealed the average cost per child and the ideal role that
directors of children’s centers should play. Results suggested the use of an indicator of operating costs and number of
projects undertaken. Results also suggested that the role of a director of a children’s center involves “work within the
center,” “community activities,” and “handling administrative work” and the importance of having a director of a
children’s center present and activities in the community by those center directors,

Keywords : child-raising assistance, community, children’s centers, the role of center directors
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