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A Study of the Maternal and Child Health System (1I)
A survey of the care of children with Down's syndrome in
“Children’s Hospital and Related Institutions”

Chigusa MASUMURA

Abstract : To evaluate the function of the local maternal and child health system, it is necessary to test whether
children born in the area are given appropriate care and support for their health needs. Because Down's syndrome (DS)
children are born at the rate of one of about 1,000 births and need long-term follow-up in mind and body, I'm trying to
grasp the present conditions of the support for them and examine the role of the local maternal and child health system
in the follow-up system for DS children. I investigated the actual situation of the follow-up of DS children in the
medical institutions eager in supporting of them in the first year.

“Children’s Hospital and Related Institutions” is a basic hospital of each local pediatric care. I performed questionary
survey about the situation of the care of DS children in such hospitals in the second year. The main investigation items
were as follows. a clinical department, a special outpatient, a way of the explanation of the chromosomal test, the
number and age of DS children visiting a hospital for treatment, follow-up classroom for DS children and their mothers,
a request to the cities, towns and villages for child-rearing supports, and future measures (a registration system of DS,
the timing to report to the offices of cities, towns and villages on the diagnosis of each DS children, and so on).

Among 30 institutions, we obtained answers from 17 institutions. 8 of them have carried out the follow-up of DS
children of 20 years old or older. Comprehensive measures and life-long care are necessary for DS children. I want to
examine the role allotment of medical institutions and the maternal and child health section of cities, towns and
villages and to study interrelationship of them.

Keywords : Maternal and child health system, Children’s Hospitals and Related Institutions,
Down's syndrome, follow-up
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