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The Research on the Cooperation of the Child Guidance Center and the Police:
Notification in Case of Children Exposed to Domestic Violence as Child Maltreatment

Tsuneo YAMAMOTO, Takuji NIIRO

Abstract : The child victims exposed to the violence between the spouses, are one of the crucial issues among child
maltreatments.It is specified under the Child Abuse Protection Law implemented in Japan that children with witness of
DV are provided as child abuse and that assurance of child’s safety and support for those children are significant.

In the past few years, it is rapidly increasing the number of notification from police stations to the child guidance
center in case of children exposed to DV. It has been interviewed five police headquarters and distributed questionaires
to all the child guidance centers in order to investigate the actual situation and clear the issues. As a result, it showed 8
times-increase of notification cases from police stations to the child guidance centers between 2005 and 2008, more than
90% cases were the initial cases referred to the child guidance centers. Among 70% cases turned out to be in need of
some kind of support.

DV issues tend to focus on victim women while child abuse issues tend to focus on child,but it is critical to consider
it as a matter of support to both mother and child in common. What is most crucial is the damage to the child and the
mother relationships when the child is surrounded by DV environment. Shown by the researches above, there were
three damages which are important to recognaize when the support is given to the child and the mother with DV, such
as direct damages from the DV-offenders,indirect damages with exposed to the violence to his/her mother, and assault
to the motherhood.

Keywords : Child Guidance Center, Child Abuse, DV, Notification from Police Stations
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