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A study on the role of children’s centers in community child-raising assistance (1)
—The current status of and issues concerning children’s centers —
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Yuka DAI Hiroshi MORIKAWA, Kentaro ANAN
Hajime SHIMOMURA, Koichi USHIKU, Masahiro SUZUKI
Katsumasa YAMADA, Kunio YANAGISAWA

Abstract : In order to clarify the nature and role of children’s centers, this study examined the current status of
children’s centers and their specific efforts and explored issues concerning children’s centers in the future. Select
children’s centers nationwide were surveyed by mail in November 2009 via a self-administered questionnaire, and
responses collected from 692 centers (valid response rate: 43.1%) were analyzed. Results revealed the need for a
community approach to work by children’s centers and the establishment of directors of children’s centers and
children’s center steering committees. Results also indicated the importance of improving the community work skills
of children’s social workers. In addition, results revealed the need to enhance coordination between schools and senior
child welfare workers and the need to implement outreach efforts directed at parents of infants and the community.
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