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Community Childcare Resources (1)
— A Discussion of the Functions of Childcare Spaces—

Susumu SAITO

Abstract : The efficacy and related factors of childcare spaces were considered in order to reveal the functions
of such centers. The responses of a “Childcare Space Questionnaire” were used for the analysis. The
respondents were 1223 women between 19-45 years old and who live in Tokyo, Chiba, Saitama, and Fukui.
Using a “childcare space efficacy scale” developed to measure the effects of childcare spaces, subscale scores
were calculated for “encouragement of extroverted activity,” “positive feelings toward child-raising,” “growing
partner awareness,” and “sense of child-raising reassurance,” and the relationship was considered of these
subscale scores with twelve items such as parent/child attributes, child-raising support environment, and
gender role norms. A significant difference was observed for five items for “encouragement of extroverted
activity,” eight items for “positive feelings toward child-raising,” four items for “growing partner awareness,”
and one item for “sense of child-raising reassurance.” Based on these results, three functions of childcare
spaces could be inferred: (1) increasing positive thoughts regarding child-raising, (2) empowering mothers, and
(3) building childcare networks. These results also suggested that childcare spaces were effective as
child-raising resources.

Keywords : childcare resources, childcare spaces, childcare space efficacy scale
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