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Generativity and Decreased Fertility of Japanese Society:
A Survey on the High-School Students’ Gender-role Attitude and the Generativity

Sachiko SAITO, Shinobu MIYAHARA, Yoko KONDO,
Yoshiharu HOSHIYAMA, Ayako UCHIYAMA, Ryuzaburo SATO

Abstract : To explore a policy against the decreased fertility in Japan, relations between generativity and the following
factors were examined: gender-role attitude, masculinity, femininity, consciousness to child-rearing, behaviors relating
to generativity and etc. A sample of 238 of high-school students, 94 males and 144 females, was analyzed.

There was no difference in the scores of masculinity and femininity between the males and females. The average
score in masculinity was higher than that of femininity in cases of both sexes.

Compared with people who had low scores in both masculinity and femininity, the androgynous people (who had
high sores in both masculinity and femininity) showed high average score in some scales of generativity, such as
Erikson Psychosocial Stage Inventory (EPSI), consciousness to child and consciousness to child-rearing. In their
childhood, they were well taken care of by their parents and sense of values was succeeded from their parents.

The gender-role attitude score of females was significantly higher than that of males. The score was not associated
with generativity, and negatively associated with their intention of marriage.

The high school students wanted to learn the life skills from both parents and the school.

It must be noticed that the cooperation of school and parents is necessary to support the students’ transition to adult.

Keywords : generativity, decreased fertility, gender-role attitude, masculinity, femininity, EPSI
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