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Studies on the Nurture and Value in the Low Birthrate Society (III)
Shinobu MIYAHARA, Sachiko SAITO, Misao TAKEI, Ayako UCHIYAMA, Yoshiharu HOSHIYAMA, Yoko KONDO

Abstract : From the standpoint that the recent decrease of birthrate of Japanese population is the consequence of the rapid
industrialization, a survey on the nurturing capability and the underlying sense of value was performed on several groups.

In the year of 2005, the 323 parents of infants were surveyed using the questionnaire including Erikson’s Psycho-social Stage
Inventory (EPSI). Main results were following.

1) EPSI-high, -middle and —low groups were compared each other. The high EPSI group had more affirmative sense of nurturing
and self efficacy compared to the low EPSI group. On the contrary, the child abuse tendency was high in the low EPSI group.

2) Among the Antonovsky’s sense of coherence(SOC), the sense of meaningfulness was related to the affirmative sense of
nurturing. The sense of joy in the every day routine of child rearing should be increased through the social backing.

3) Cost-free child-delivery was thought effective in 40% of the respondents. Only 20%, however, thought to have more children if
the child-delivery cost would make free. Many thought the continuous economic support would be effective against the decreased.

4) The response to cost-free child-delivery and the family income had no relationship with the other items, such as the sense of
nurturing, etc. But there were differences among three groups in the items such as the feeling to the expense of money, time or effort

for children. Thus, the importance of the support to the parents’ generativity was demonstrated as well as the economical support.
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