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F—D—F EERTRME. ~—7RK. FEbORERIBEE
Cross-National Research on International Adoption System

Osamu OYAMA, Masashi SHIBUYA, Jun SAIMURA,

Natsumi OWADA, Junichi SYOJI, Taishi ARIMURA
The purpose of this study is to examine the international/inter-country adoption system in Japan through cross-national research on the
status of ratification of the Hague Treaty and development of domestic legislation. Under mutual corporation among Intemnational
Social Services (ISS) Japan and Japan Child and Family Research Institute(JCFRI), a questionnaire was sent to each branch of ISS by
e-mail. In addition, in response to a suggestion by ISS Canada, the same questionnaire was sent to each province and territory in
Canada. 9 branches(the United States, the United Kingdom, France , Germany, Italy, Canada, Netherlands, Switzerland, and Israel)
and 2 provinces provided responses to the questionnaire. The results shows 8 countries except the United States ratified the Treaty and
developed domestic legislation and the United States will ratify it in 2007. Some countries have legislation on the accreditation and
supervision on intemational adoption agency which becomes one of the biggest issues in Japan. 7 branches answers that there is some
penalties on an agency that plays a part in an illegal intemational adoption, such as deprivation of a qualification, a disciplinary
measure, and financial sanctions. In conclusion, by 2008, Japan will be only country which have not ratified the Hague Treaty among
G7 countries, so it is suggested that, in terms of protection of children’s rights, the role of child guidance centers as public authority
should be discussed and establishment of a guideline on administration of adoption agency and procedural requirements are necessary
to promote worldwide collaboration.

Keyword : Intemational /Inter-country Adoption, Hague Treaty, Protection of Children’s Rights
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