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Research on the Very Low Birth Weight (VLBW) Children’s Development(1)

—The development at 1 and half year of corrected age—
AkikoANDO, Akira TAKANO, Hisashi KAWAI, NarikoSATO, NozomiISII, Kiyoko YAMAGUCHI

Abstract: This study examined developmental features at 1 and half year of corrected age for children
who were born with very low birth weight. The responses of 170 children (84male, 86female; the
average of birth weight is 1088g, the average of gestational age is 29w3d), left Aiiku Hospital and not
having major neurological impairments, were analyzed by Kyoto Scale of Psychological Development.
The mean on three DQ, “Postural-Motor”, “Cognitive-Adaptive” and “Language-Social”, compared with
following variables; sex, birth weight, and gestational age. Furthermore, the passable ratios of the
subordinate items in each DQ scale were examined. The results indicated that the development at 1
and half year in three fields of DQ was within the normal range. While the development of
“Postural-Motor” filed showed the lowest score, “Cognitive-Adaptive” field indicated the highest and
“Language-Social” field came next. The result of the “Postural-Motor” filed suggested the influence of
sub-items characteristics. In “Language-Social” field, sexual distinction was apparent, in other words,
female children showed higher scores. The variable of birth weight correlated with all three fields.
Especially the mean of the less than 750g birth-weight-group was the lowest level. Gestational age
significantly correlated with two fields, except “Language-Social”.

Key Word: the very low birth weight children, 1 and half year of corrected age, development
Kyoto Scale of Psychological Development
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