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Team Researchl: A Study of the Conditions on the Protection of the Children’s Rights in Children’'s Home--Part 1: Survey on
Childcare Workers’ Awareness of Abuse amongst Children Living in Children’s Home

Shigehiro Takahashi, Masashi Shibuya, Jun Saimura, Junichi Shoji,
Shigekazu Nakatani, Satoru Otake, Tsutomu Suzuki, Taishi Arimura, Atsushi Kajiwara

Abstract: This survey examines child care professionals’ awareness and understanding of abuses among children living in
Children’s Homes. The survey employs vignette study method based on 40 sample cases, and was directed to executive
directors, child social work supervisors, and child care supervisors working in 550 Children’'s Homes across the country.

The survey shows a need for more information exchange and communication among Children’s Homes, Child Guidance
Centres, and Child Welfare Department of local governments regarding sexual abuses amongst children in Children’s Homes.
The survey also reveals over 80% of the survey participants believe some manuals for workers to respond to such cases are
necessary.

Finally, the cross tabulation of the survey data shows that: 1) female child care professional were more likely to express the
need to respond to abuse among children than male child care professionals; 2) child care professionals in their 30s had the
highest level of awareness concerning the issue; and 3) executive directors of Children’s Homes were least likely to agree with
the statement, “we need to report the issue to Child Guidance Centres and Child Welfare Departments of the local government,
and deal with the issue” compared to other child care professionals.

Key Words: Children’s Home, Violation of Rights, Sexual Abuse
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