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A Longitudinal Study of the Behavior Disorders in Preschool
Children

Dept. 9 Tovoji Tase

The three purposes of this study were (1) to select the appropriate items, in making a Child
Behavior Inventory, (2) to discover the normal and/or desired behavidrs of children which the
mother once evaluated as ‘abnormal and/or undesired’ ones, and (3) to follow up the changes of the
behavicral characteristics of children after one year’s Kindergarten life, )

Shortly after seventy-two children entered the kindergarten, their mothers were given the In-
ventory divided into three categories, such as, personality problems, neurotic habits, and somatic
syndromes. They were required to check either “yes” or “no” for each item. They were also given
in Kindergarten an Adjustment Scale which used the S-point ratings in each question. One year
later, all the mothers (apart from seven dropouts) were asked to reevaluate their children’s behaviors
in the previous Inventory and Scale.

A Score on the Inventory waé obtzined by summing up the number of items checked *“yes™.
Besides, according to the assessment of the Scale, the children were classified in the High-Adjust-
ment Groups and Low-Adjustment Groups.

Though the findings are for from clearcut, the present date suggest : (1) About 30 items in
the Inventoru were not checked “yes” at both times, and about 40 items at the first or second time.
These items, therefore, seem to be sliminated from the questionnaire,

(2) The items typical of High Adjustment Group cannot be evaluated as “undesired” behaviors.

(3) While the degree of inmatured behaviors (e. g. “dependent”, “stublorn”, “seli-talk” etc.) have
decreased after one year, that of maladaptive behaviors (e. g “withdrawal”, “nervous”, “passive”

etc.) have increased.
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