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The purpose of this study is to investigate the role of the toys that affect the grouping:of.
children as a -study ONl NUXSery. techmque

‘

Experlment was made 1n -ON€ ; AUrsery. room (30m2) durlng the penod from Aprll to September, =

1968 using 25 children of 5 years old attending nursery school in Tokyo.City.. Three. balls; a 5

;meter vmyl rope, one set of - buﬂdmg blocks were used for expenmental matenals

- Ten groups were mdlscnmmately composed of 5 children, and each group was experimented 4
txmes . €without any toys)). Lwith balls}», €with a ropeyy and €with’ blocks». A number plate
®~@ was attached on the shoulder of each subject right after he entered the experimental room.

» . Waiting for some minutes. while: the subjects are minding the number plates (first time~5 minutes, ".

-from-next tjme-3-minutes), the experimenter; taking out.the .toys, directs,the- children  to; play as

they like. Ten minutes were spent for each experiment.: Of 2 experimenters, one kept on ohserving

. 9ne child, and the other recording at every: 60 seconds the relations between:.the grouping. and .the:

toys, and each child’s position -as.he moved about. Y

The results of -these. expenments were studied from the. follwing 7 points of view.:. 1) cplaymg
form, 2) numberof children-jeining the play, 3) duration- of the grouping.. 43 acting: on the other..
children, 5) role of the leader in a group, 6) appearance of disturber, and 7) quarreling.

In the play €with balls)». change of playmate is remarkable, and many remain by-standers. A
group of 2 children predominates. In the play €with a ropey, the most children play in concert,
but duration is shorter than playing with blocks. In the play «with blocks}», the least children
remain by-standers and quarrel least, grouping develops and duration is the longest. In the play
€ without any toys». the most children act on others, disturb the group, quarrel and go on playing
rambling. Only the group with a child assuming leadership can play in union.

We may conclude from these results : 1) for the children who can’t easily join a group, a toy
like €a rope®» is available because it enables a child to join a group forming a connecting link
between a group and a child, 2) ¢blocks)y are suitable for developing the quality of a group as
children can construct a large thing in concert, 3) to stimulate the children who tend to remain
stationary into forming a new group, a toy like {a ball) is desirable as it itself is movable. When
children play «€without any toys® or with a few toys, some children tend to boss the group if a
teacher doesn’t help the group.

&3

It has become clear by this study that grouping of children is largely affected by the special
quality of a toy. For more effective children’s group life, it is desirable to make the most use of
the toys taking the special quality of each toy inte consideration.
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