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A Survey on Parents’ Cognition of Health Care Activities in Day Care Center
: An Analysis of Parents' Opinion

Sachiko SAITO, Mutsumi KADOWAKI, Akira TAKANO
Abstract:

The questionnaires were sent to 36 public and private day care centers throughout Japan.
Replies were obtained from 2,504 parents and 606 of them answered the essay question. The
contents of description were classified into 543 requests, 169 expressions of gratitude or affirmation,
23 negative opinion, and 182 questions, 24 generalities. And these were analyzed according to
categories.

The most important point was care for sick children. When their children got sick, most of the
parents wanted a medical facility to be provided with medical staff in another room in their regular
day care centers. They thought that the medical staff should be assigned to each day care center. In
the nurseries where nurses were assigned, parents were free from anxiety about their children's
health. As a matter of course, nurses were expected to provide health care. However, the day care
workers were also expected to deal in health care. This fact suggests that education or improvement
about child health knowledge is important for all nursing members of day care centers.

Concerning day care center hygiene and prevention against infection, the states of situation
were different among the day care centers, instruction of public health administration was required.

Key words: Day care center, Parents’ cognition, Health care activity, Prevention against infection,
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