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Study on the Development of Speech and Language of Children

Dept. 5  Takeko Mochizuki
Akiko Maruo

1). Speech and language development of 20 children ranging in age of 1:0, 1:6, 2:0, 2:6
years and of 11 children of 3 years old was studied from the standpoint of communicatory funt:tion
in personal relatmns ‘ . ' .

2) At the age of 1 year, commums::ator},r functlon is 1mperfect Fhe rates of echoic res'ponsoé.
..and sohloquy are hlgh . - ‘ .

3) At the age of one and a half .year, the children show the ablllty of spontaneous lmgulstlc )
actwlty naming and callmg upon the adults to do something through the thmgs they - see before
them and responding to the talker by naming-the things. ;

4) At-2 years of age, children become able to describe and commumcate about the thmgs they
- can’t see before them. )

5) At 2 and a half years of age, spontaneous expressmn and words with - commumcatwe mten A
tion mcrease In place of the naming act;wty. such progressed linguistic activities as exp!aumng .
and askmg a question increase. ' y
6) At the age of 3 years,:more soliloguys appear, indicating the verbahzatlon of chlldrens.
‘ thoughts . -

7) Self-centered words w1th non-commumcatwe mtentwn that appear most at the age of 1 year ‘
gradually decrease, .but increase again after the age of 2 and a half years. Soliloquy tends to m ‘
crease in place of echoic response after the age of one and a half year as the child develops. Sohloquy
changes from the early form of enjoying the pronunmatmn to the form of acquiring words and
developing thoughts. . .

8) Spontaneous speech with communicative intention increase after 2land a half years of age
comparing with the respondent speech. - ‘
‘ 9) In the linguistic activity-of responding to the talker, the activity- of answerinjg'a ciuéstion
appears most throughout all stages of age. .

10 ngulst!c stimuli given to. the chlldren by the mothers differ greatly accordmg to mothers
personality and the kinds of play the chlldren chose. The younger the ch:ldren, the more actlvely
the mothers tend to respond to the children’s verbalization. - ‘ )

11) In responding to the children, the mothers indicate educative significance, very naturaily
correcting pronunciation, vocabulary, communicated matters and supplying some words.
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