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Study of the evaluation measures for Child and Family Welfare Policies (1)

Mami Yamamoto

Abstract: In 1997, the Child Welfare Law was revised after a period of 50 years. This revision made all the
more apparent the direction which policies towards children and families in Japan are taking. Structural
reform of the Social Welfare System was promoted in order to assess the real value of the ‘Child Rearing
Plan’ as implemented by each local authority. This plan has a special responsibility to address present
social changes affecting children (i.e. truancy, increase in bullying etc.), and to instruct the residents of
each local authority how to adapt to these changes. In addition to this, it is very important to explain to
them the evaluation process by which the revisions have been determined. However, this is providing
difficult to implement in Japan, as the Japanese tend to have less of a sense of “social responsibility” than
their Western counterparts.

The key concepts of the revised law are ‘access to information’ and ‘citizen’s participation’. These
are significant areas to consider when evaluating the nature of the ‘Child Rearing Plan’ and related policies.
This report is the very first step of such an evaluation, based primarily on the point of view of the child and
closely followed by the notion of the child’s wellbeing.

Key Words: Child Rearing Plan, policy for children and families, evaluation, the point of view of the child,
the best Iinterests of the children , wellbeing
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