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Research on the Ways to Protect Children’s Rights: Osaka’s “Handbook

Children’s Right” Project and its results and issues.

Shigehiro TAKAHASHI, Hiroharu NOUNO,'Tomokd MAEKAWA

Abstract: This research is based on two-parts. The first study aimed to assess the
effectiveness of the “Handbook Children’s Right” produced by Osaka prefectural
government (the first handbook of its kind in this country) through a survey of child
welfare professionals working in Osaka-fu Child and Family Centers. This survey made
clear the need:1) for on-going education for children and adults concerning children’s
rights; 2) to develop a third-party independent institution; 3) to develop materials and
methods to explain to children their rights clearly and practically; and 4) to establish a
channel for children placed in social care to discuss their concerns. The second study
examined the children’s advocacy and ombudsman systems in other countries with a .~
view to consider their applicability in our country.

Key Words : well-being of the children, in the best interest of the children, the rights to

self opinion, protection of the children’s rights, handbook on the rights of
children, advocacy, ombudsman
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