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Course of the Infants Admitted to Infant Home:
- With Relation to Factors of Admittance

Junichi SHOJI, Eiichi HOASHI, Shigeo YOKOI, Asako SUZUKI,
Setsuko KOJIMA, Keiko SUGITANI, and Yoshiko SHIOTANI

Td examine the course and-related factors of the children admitted to "infant
home the case files of 58 children in four "infant homes" were reviewed. The
cases were divided into three groups wh1ch were "Unwanted"(abandoned, abused or
refused), "Unmarried mother", and "Controls" (admitted due to mothers' physical
disease or childbifth).-The three groups showed outstanding differences in age
oflchildrgn at admittance/discharge and duration of admittance. Younger mothers’
deminated in the group of ""Unwanted" and "Unmarried mother." Although most
children under the group of "Control™ returned home, majority of the two other
groups did not succeed to returning home, a case of death by abuse and three
cases—'pf re-admittance were reported.” These facts leads the necessity of
intensive casework in "Unwanted" and "Unmarried mother" cases.

Key words: Infant Home, unwanted pregnancy, maltreatment, unmarried mother
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