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Contemporary Trends in Pren&tal:and Perinatal -
Factors Related to the Growth and Feeding of Infants

Tadaaki KATO, Shinobu MIYAHARA, Munehiro HIRAYAMA, Kiyoko MIZUNO, Yuuko CHIGA, -
Emiko NAKANO, Kiyoko YAMAGUCHI, Noriko KATG, and Kencho MATSUURA

Summary: -Subjects were 2925 mothers and their infants, who were born at the Ai-iku Hospital. There
was a slight trend toward lower mean birth weight related to maternal history during pregnancy,
placenta previa, and asphyxia, but toward upper related to maternal history at delivery other than
breech and cesarean section. Generally in the case of normal infants, the trend toward lower birth
weight among Japanese babies is considered to be a positive factor for the avoidance of medical
complications at birth. Low-birthweight infants had a smaller growth in infancy and a lower likelihood

_to.breast feeding. Mothers of low-birthweight infants made more complainis at the time of consultation
at the Ai-iku Health Guidance Department.

Key Words: Medical history during pregnancy, Perinatal medical history, Growth of infant and child,
Feeding of infants, and Health guidance of infant
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