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Sﬁudy on Guiding Bmotionally Disturbed Chiidren Their Learning
Cese Study on Children who postponed School Attendance lest they should be Under-achievers
Toshiko GONDAIRA

Since 1975, I have kept geiding emotionally disturbed children, who were under-achjevers and who were likely to
manifest under-achievement, in their learning endeavoring to improve and protect them and have obtained good
results. As one of the countermeasures to prevent children from becoming under-achievers, I have considered the
postponement of school attendance of these children believing that better learning results can be obtained by

.making the abilities of children even at the starting point of school education and giving them proper guidance.
As the result of studying the subjects over 20 years old, i.e.4 boys (I borderline class child at the age of 6, and
3 mildly mentally retared), 1 girl (borderline class) and [ boy (borderline class) whose application for
postpenement of schoel aitendance was not permitted, it was found that among 5 cases who postponed school
attendance, excepting 1 case who is cared at the institution because of his conspicuous autistic behaiors, 4 cases
. had completed normal senior high schools and among them 2 cases graduated from universities. Excepting I girl who
-i$ doing housework, thg boys are working at the companies and active as full-fledged members of society. The case
whose application for posfponement of school attendance had not been permitted completed school for handicapped

children and is now working at Welfare Workshop. Studying 3 borderline class cases (2 boys and 1 girl) under 20
* years old at persent, who postponed school attendance, and with school level above elementary school, 2 boys get
medivm grades at normal schools. Although the girl attended special junior high school for the handicapped, she is
attending college now. From these results, it may be admitted that the postponement of school attendance is an
effective method for the prevention of under-achievers for the ¢hildren whose abilities are judged not enough
matured {o accept school education even if they attend school, but when their attendances are postponed for 1 year,
their abilities are made even at the starting point of school education.

Key Words : Postponement of school attendance. Under-achievement. Guidance in learning.
Mildly mentally retarded child. Boderline class child,
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