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Follow-upy Study of Healthy Children from Neonatal Age
to 8 Months of Age
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Forty six healthy children were assessed longitudinally from 3 days of age to § years in 3 regions
about mental, motor and behavioral development and about home environment. The family makeup and the
growth of objects at 2 or § years of age were similar to the standard level of whole Japan. The
regional differences of behavior and development in infants and children are considered due to the
environmental differences of children's care on each region and at each age. But these differences
seenm to have no direct effect to the ability of children with a longer term of view. The motor
function during neonatal period had the correlations with many assessment scales about the development
from 6 months of age to 60 months. But most items had less relationships with future development
according as we followed longer. The development of c¢hild is considered to be changing by the
connection between his / her ability and environment.

Key Words : development of children, predictability of developmeant, longitudinal study, regional
difference about development, development at 5 years of age. '
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