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A Longitudinal Study on the Emotional & Language Development from Two Months
of Life to Six Years
Tadaaki KATO, Munehiro HIRAYAMA, Takeko MOCHIZUXI
Kiyoko MIZUNQ, Rie SOMEYA

Miki TAKABASHI, Junryo MINO

We analysed the clinical records of 2086 children who were Dorn in Aiiku Hespital from 1960 to 1975
and who could be followed up by Health Guidance Departiment of the hospital till 3 years of age.

The analyzed items concerned with emotional & language development were judged by the question to
mothers. The relationships among their longitudinal items could be found a little each other.
But they are more related with familial setting of each children.

The majority of the preterm infants ( 2.3 % ) were 36 weeks of gestational age. They developed
much the same as compared with the term after one year of age. 3o that we analyzed including the
preterm.

The items of "smile with a voice" at 3 months of age, of "identification of his/her own mother
among other faces" at 4 months, of “"fear to strangers" at 6 months, and of "behavior understanding
the orders" at 12 months had a little relationship with later development. So these items may be
considered to be the indexes of development at each age. We could also find the relationship between
"poor friendship" at 3 years and "short temper" % "following mother" at 1 year, and between "emofional
stability" at 4 years and "two words sentence" af 2 years & "good friendship™ at 3 years. But the
other emotional & language development had not significant relatiomships longitudinally.

The items of emotional & language development had more relationships with the environmental factors
surrounding children, e.g. "birth order”, "nuclear family or not", and “age and education of c¢hild's
mother". The children of first birth order and with his/her grandmother in the same house developed
earlier about language development till 2 years of age but had the week points of "poor friendship”
and of "disturbance when sleeping by himself™ at 3 years. It is considered because they were more
cared and spoiled by adult. The infants of highly educated mother developed abcut language later
at 10 months, bui inversively earlier after 2 years.

The infants who showed poor emotional & language development by 1 or 2 years of age had no
significant diffference with control about the prospective development at 5 or 6 years. We must
care the parents not to have unnecessary worries abeut their children if we have the adequate
guidance to them.




