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Analyses of Video Media and Children’s Receptive Attitudes
—In Comparison with Adults’—

Michiko HOSHI
Taneaki TAKAHASHI
Reiko YUKAWA
Shigeo QUCHI

Akira OKADA

Hideo NAKASA

Tamotsu YAMAMOTO
I . Purpose

The purpose of the present study is to analyze children's receptive substance of video
media and reactions to them in comparison with those of adult people from the sides of
sound growth of children and of generation interchange.

I. Method

1. Procedure

1) Stimulus video presented — “ Mama, | want water- " (44 minutes) was selected
from the series of “ Do you know what war is ? A Message to Children “ televised
in August, 1987 by NHK, and was cut to 35 minute video.

2 ) The subjects were asked to watch this video and their G.S.R. ( Galvanic Skin
Reflex) were measured. On the other hand, the expressions and physical reactions of
the subjects were video tape recorded.

3) Ten subjects were measured at one time on 2 G.S.R. measuring instruments, i e
composite reactions of 5 subjects were measured on each instrument.

4) After the experiments, the subjects were asked to fill up the questionnaire.

2. Subjects
Nineteen fifth graders of elementary school (11 boys, 8 girls), 17 second graders of
junior high school (9 boys, & girls) and 20 mothers (from ages of 35 to 43)
II. Results and Comments

1) We analyzed the acquired materials connecting up the presented video scenes with the

video tape which recorded the expressions and physical reactions of the subjects. By
and large, the subjects watched the video in strained attitude and no change of tension
and relaxation was noticed except the body movement for the change of posture.
Body movement was most frequent in elementary school pupils, next junior high school
students, and then mothers in order of frequency. Such resctions as being moved to
tears, responding to sorrow and etc. were observed not as the reaction to a certain
scene but as the reaction to the whole substance.

2 ) The fall of skin resistance of G.S.R. was kept long in mothers, on the contrary,
its amplitude was frequent in elementary school pupils. It is considered that mothers
reacted to the context of the story while elementary school pupils reacted to the
conversion of the picture areas.

3) Viewing the agreement degree among these 2 groups, elementary school pupils and
junior high school students showed many points of similarity, and there were some
similarities between junior high school students and mothers. This shows that junior
high school students lies between elemetary school pupils and mothers in similarity.

~In future, we hope to develop our study taking up as a subject matter such a material that
brings out laugh, change of relaxation, also that has a story.
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