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Research on Underachievement of Children
in a Home of Neglected and abused children.

— A case study of children in a home of neglected and abused children.
Tosiko GONDAIRA

This research had conducted on a home of neglected abused children (hereafter referred as
“home”). The subjects of research are children housed in that “home”: total of 31 children from
first grade to seventeenth grade. To estimate the state of underachievement, all children are sub-
jected to mathematics ability test. The results are compared with the report cards from school
and the result of separately conducted test prepared for checking the cause of underachievement:
this checking test is created based on the research of Dr. Ryogoro Sano.

Children are also classified into 4 categories by the age of admission to “home”: (a) trans-
ferred from an infant home, (b) under 3 years old, (¢) from 3 vears old to 6 years ¢ld, and (d)
over 6 years old. The possibility of correlation between the underachievement and the age of ad-
mission is estimated. Also case studies are conducted on each children.

The result shows that the group consisted of children accepted from infant homes displays
most smallest number below the average of mathematics ability test score. Also no child in this
group is accepted in handicapped class.

Some children are recognized as abnormal or requiring special attention by underachievement
cause checking test. However, no correlation was found between the underachievement and the
result of the cause checking test.

This clearly shows that the underachievement of home children is derived from the inferior
environmental condition of home. If any improvement or prevention of underachievement is re-
quired, it should take the environmental factor into main consideration.
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