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Study on Enhancement of the System of Wholesome Growth
of Children in Local Communities

— On Proper Position of Child Welfare Facilities
in the Framework of Community Care —

Eiko YOSHIZAWA

This study is a tentative design on the adjustment of environmental condition for children’s daily
life in the local communities; for that purpose I took up children’s hal}l as a core—agency to bring a-
bout sound growth of children, and made the status clear. ‘

Glancing over the whale of Japan I could not overlook the characteristics of each district, the num-
ber of children’s hall, and the condition of positioning regional systems, and I chose these eight re-
gions (Miyagi Pref., Yamagata pref., Aichi pref., Hiroshima bfef., Ehime pref., Kobe City, Kita—
Kyushu City, and Tokyo Metropolis) and surveyed all the children’s halls by guestionaite, the num-
ber of which is 961 in total. (92.9 % of collecting rate)

The objects of the survey are as follows: the relationship of children’s hall and its ne:ghbors and
different kinds of resources there, and the way how to develop the program in order to get good rela-
tionship between them. Next, proficiency, consciousness of the personnel of children’s hall together '
with the recognition of the role he or she played in the wholesome growth of children. Besides these, 1
listened to the opinion of the president of children’s hall reléting to how to function it in the local
community. At the same time, case analyses of activities were made through the process of the grow—
ing mother’s club.

As a result, I'd like to suggest creating co—working relationship between agencies and facilities
(both of which are of children I mean of course) as the first step toward organizing the system of the
wholesome growth of children. We have another problem of how to make a network with such other
fields as education, social welfare, medical care, public health, labor and judiciary for the authori-
ties concerned. It seems nearly impossible for only the field of welfare to correspond to various needs
in the current society. '

Five principles of the plan for systematization are as follows:

1. Mutual trust and understanding among agencies concerned, facmt:es and inhabitanis
2. Establishment of regular and orderly coordination

3. Systematization and choice of priority

4, Socialization of public welfare facilities for children and schools

5. Participation in volunteer activities by inhabitants .

According to these principles, I've offered a draft plan for concrete development, but it is quite nec-
essary to review them through future practice.
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