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‘ 7) It was doubtful whether the IG drawn from the mental test had the validity to evaluete real mental

i v oa Lo . P b A, o
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Study on Changes in Mental Development in Preschool
L e Chlldren over Long Time Intervals

. 1 Shifts in IQ s during past 30 years and the factors related to J{w]

"Takeaki TAKAHASHI, Hiroshi KATO; .
Hldetosh1 HAGIWARA, Hiroko ISHIJIMA {

- Takeko MOCHIZUKI, Junko UCHIDA, ;
Yasuhiro KAWANISHI -

i The purpeses of the present study were to clarlfy how the IQ s shifted duhng past 30 years (from
1953 to0 1983) and to clarify the factors related to the IQ's. -

. “The subjects were 5;699 preschoo) children ranging "frém:3 to 6 years old who were brought to the
Psychologmal and Educanonal ConSultahon Dmsmn of Auku—-Km :

R -

“ The findings were as follows:.  © oo

1) ‘A large number of the subjects were brought up in nuclear famlhes Few mothers of the sub]ects
had occupations, and the subjects’ parents had high level of school careers. : j
2) Most of the subjects attended kindergarten and showed the records of con31derably high IQ g ¢
i8)7 The itéms related to-the IQ’s of the subjects were : the level of parents’ school career, expected datie
i of delivery, birth weight, the period of beginning to walk, the period of speakzng ithe first word the
: style of feeding, experience of being cared or educated at day nursery or kmdergarten home envx—
ronment and the age of the subject. R !
4) Such factors as heredlty, conditions at birth, individual difference in development envu‘onmentndt
¢ test Situation were tonisidered to be related to the 1Q’s.
5) Average IQ didn't change over. 10 years from 1953 to 1963, but went down-in 197é and 1973 and went
. up again in 1982 and 1983, L e
‘6) It was clear that the.IQ had shified affected.by the social factors.. The parents’ attltudes in reamng
children such s neglecting them ornot respecting them wére found-to be the factors® lowermg theL
1Q, and the parents’ atutudes of respecting their ch:Ldren and on the contrary, gwmg too much
importance to the early education were cons1dered to be the factors raising the IQ
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