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Analytical Study on Trends of Day Care in Buropean and
American Developed Countries

Takehiro AMINO, Yasuhiro KAWANISHIL
Kiyoshi ARAI

Various kinds of needs for day care are still increasing in Japan now. In this study we made some
investigation about the trends of day care in European and American developed countries and tried to
indicate a few proposals for how day care should -be in our country in the time to come.

The contents of our analysis are: firstly, current day care needs and their backgrounds; women's
involment in working, advancement of infant development and increasing opportunity of pre—school ed-
ucation, secondly, some features and tasks of day care mode and type in each country compared with
those in Japan, and thirdly, the imposed tasks of day care administration and finance.

Based on the analysis mentioned above, we presented such proposals as follows:

1. Viewing the trend of women's involvement in labour market, the more working mothers have increased,
the more day care facilities and day cared children have also increased. And this tendency has reciprocal
relation with the tendency in which the more completely the equipment of day care facilities has been
promoted, the more women's involvement in labout market has been promoted. '

To predict the forthcoming day care needs in our country based on the informations from those coun-
tries, however,__we can suppose that mothers who will not need full time day care for their children but
rather need day care which shall be provided freely at a necessary period and for some parts of time
will increase in number. In Japan, it will be more necessary to provide appropriate and flexible day
care system 10 meet such kinds of needs.

Furthermore, maternity leave system during nursing period, if nationally adopted, will contribute
to decreasing day care needs for early infancy, although it will take many years.

2. In European countries as well as American countries, traditionally, family day care mode has ce-

cupied more important position than group day care. In Japan, on the contrary, group day care mode

has overwhelmingly prevailed among almost all day care systems, and its proffessional level is very
“high as well. ‘

But we should have more mterest in family day care and mvesngate about its effects, if possible, to
try to practice it systimatically.

On the other hand, we should make more long1tudmal investigation about the effects of group day
care, especially about plus and minus effect of day care in early infancy exerted on later development
of the children. .

3. The necessity for day care resources and related social resources to assist and cooperate in parents’
child rearing, the responsibilities for which assumed by them m_)wadays have become heavier, will in-
crease from now on. Therefore, the idea of community day care servicing system including flexible day
care services and day care information services for parents is worth considering.

4. In Japan, an argument concerning the validity of unification or integration of day care and'pre— )
school education has been so far repeated. It niay be most desirable to realize the integration of day
care and education as the results of really positive, promotive and generated process of argument and
investigation. Such kind of unification and integration, however, can be rarely seen in the world, and
in case of our country, it would be so far from ideal integration, since the governmental and practical
confrontation between day care and pre—school education is so strong.
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