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Study on the Matérnal and Child Health
System in Foreign Countries:

1. Index Related to the World Maternal and Child Health Standard

Sadao HORIGUCHI Yﬁko CHIGA.,
Takehiro AMINO

It is said that Japan is among the most developed countries in regard to the maternal and child

health (MCH) standard. However, there are some problems which have been left still now.

In this study, for the purpose of considering about what we need to improve and reevaluate about

MCH in Japan as well as in foreign countries, we firstly investigated on the index related to the world
MCH standard, and secondly re_searched into the system of the MCH in developed foreign countries.
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The first report is the result of the analytical study of the index related to the MCH standards in 169
countries. The contents of analysis were as follows: .
1.

. Population

Total fertility rates

Change in birth rates

Live births by age of mother

Low birth weight infant rates

Number of married women who use contrace-
ption

Legally induced abortion

Foetal mortality rates

Late foetal mortality rates

Maternal mortality rates

Perinatal mortality rates

Neonatal mortality rates

Infant mortality rates

Survivors at 5 years of age

Expenditure by central goverment:for health
Number of graduates in medical and health—
related science at the third level of education
Number of physicians

Number of Midwives and Nurses

Number of beds: all hospitals and maternity
hospitals

Sanitary water supplied population

Dietary energy supplies

Preventive vaccination rates of measles




