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ABSTRACT
THE DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIAL COMPETENCE (ATTACHMENT BEHAVIOR AND
FEAR OF STRANGER BEHAVIOR) AND UPBRINGING ATTITUDE AS ‘WELL AS
NURSING PATTERN

by
Hidetoshi Hagiwara

The parpose of the present study was to examine the relation between the development of social
competence, so to speak, attachment or fear of stranger, and the mother's attitude toward her infant
crying or the pattern of feeding.

The subjects were 192 pairs of infants and mothers who visited a hospital in Tokyo. The ages of
the infants ranged from neonate to ten months. ]

The investigation was made by methods of interview and experimental observation. Referring to

" the data already recorded by health nurses, such problems as whether the behavior like crying arose
duting sleep or not, at what age the fear of stranger behavior appeared and up to then what pattern
of feeding had been taken were investigated through interview with the mothers. Then, the responses
of the infants to a stranger were observed on five items to study the attachment behavior when they
were from 8 months to 10 months of age.

The findings were as follows:

1) At the ages from 8 months to 10 months, the attachment behavior was observed on all the
five items in about half of the whole infants, and the infants who did not show much attachment
on the same items accounted for about 2 quarter of the whole number.

2) The fear of stranger behavior was seen in a third of the whole infants at the ages from 4
months to 5 months, half the whole number, from § months 0 7 months, and two-thirds of the
number, from $ months to 10 months. .

3) The infants who cried during sleep, which is thought the indication of the upbringing attitude,
revealed bad development of social competence, although not significantly, 'compaxed with the

' infants who had good sleeps. . )

4) Breasi-fed infants did not significantly manifest the fear of stranger behavior compared with
the infants fed by other patterns of feeding. ’ ' )

5) It was noticed that the early formation of the fear of stranger behavior and the formation of
attachment behavior maintained significant relations. ‘
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