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Investigation into Difficulties and Problems
of Infants’ Nursery Care

Yeshitomo Ushijima, Reiko Yukawa

With the recent increase in the number of working mothers, the cry for the infants’ nurssry
care is socially getting more clamercus. Yet at present there is only a small number of nurseries
which can take care of infants under cne year old, and mest of the working mothers have to
depend on scme private ¢r unauthcrized nurseries. Why infants’ nursery care can not be well
carried cn is censidered attributable to various reasons.

To probe the actual status of the matter, the investigators were sent to 10 autherized nurseries
in Tckyo City ¢2 private, 8 public), 11 unauthorized nurseries(including nurseries prepared in cffices
or factories, and nurseries established in ‘Danchi’ in Saitama and Chiba Prefectures) and 10 nurser-
ies—each taken charge of by a veluntary woman at her own home—31 nurseries in all. The investi-
gators had a direct interview with the nursery teachers, asked them on the feliowing problams
and had them answer freely, 1) Problems relating to children—health management, formation of
daily life habits, daily routine. 2) Problems relating to parents—parents’ demands and the acceptance
of their demands on the part of the nursery teachers, the way of establishing touch with parents,
attending nursery, financial burden. 3) Problems relating to administrators—understanding of
infants’ nursery care, troubles with neighbors, financial problem. 4) Problems relating to nursery
teachers—practical qualified teachers, securing nursery teachers, teachers’ dissatisfactions.

" Many difficulties and problems were revealed as the result of the investigation. and some of
‘them were: 1) Placement of docter and trained nurse, 2) Decrease in the number of children to
be placed under the care ¢f cne teacher, 3) Training of nursery teachers, and 4) Financial problem.
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