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Il - A Study on Child- Audience’s Reactions

Hoshi Michiko
Yukawa Reiko

The present study was conduted with the intention of making a contribution to fundamental
research into the culture reception of children, Its principal purpose may be described as an enquiry
into the characteristics of interest and comprehension “of child -audiences, in other words, their
“takingin” of theatrical performances, by organizing special measures to encode their observable
behaviour in the hall. ‘

‘The following elements are analysed: (1) the immediate reactions of the audience (in the theatre)
(2) their impressions at the end of a performance (3) their composmons on the play (4) the
contents of personal interviews with the players,

The play in question is a musical for prlmary school ch11dren known as “The Adventurers”,

Results: : _

(1) Children can be said to comprehend well the story of the play and the author’s intent. They
feel sympathy with the hero and’ other characters and are stimulated to reflection upon their own
dally experiences; thus, are enabled to formulate principles for their future way of 11fe A
(2) There appears a notable sex. differnce in the responses at the sixth year of primary school.
Although there is- no differecce Whatsoever in their comprehensive faculty, they differ widely as to
field ‘of interest. Wh:le boys are - moved by acts of adventure and bravery, girls are touched by
those of love. In addition, glrls dlffer from boys in expressmg their emotions by linking hands and
drawing near to one another as they watch;
(3) When “love scenes” are performed on the stage the chlldren exhibit the charactrlstlcs of early
- puberty Their reactions, such as playing pra.nks, looking aside and furning about, cause a general
stir in "the whole theatre. Those physwal reactions can be regarded as a result of diverting
themselves from attending to the actual performances of actors participating in love scenes. . '
(4) A marked feature of ,pla:yg'oiu_g.may be that it aids ‘the audience in enjoying the :play in
company with fellow spectators ‘i;i the- neighbouring seats. In fact, the occurrence of “taking-in”
reactions is highly coincident among” immediate neighboufs, indicating that they are sharing with
each other the same aesthetic emotions under mutual influence, '
(5) It is pointed out that ‘the audience can deepen thelr comprehensmn of and interest in the play,
if they are led afterwards- to. talk about it in the class rooms before the immediate 1mpressnons
received in the theatre fade away :
(6) Sincere dedxcatwn on- the part of playwright, production staff and actors for the play will
naturally move the chlldren,and leave a deep impression upon their minds.

In a further etudy. the pfesent writers intend to attempt ascertaining the difference in “taking-
in*” responses due to the distance between stage and audiende seats. This will be seen as a
significant factor in determining the relationship between types of dramatic performances and sfze'
of theatres, A re.examination of the above results is also intended with a differnt child audxence'
‘attending yet another play for children.
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