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A Study on Communication by the Media of Motion Pictures

M. Hoshi

In this study, we are interested in the communicability of motion pictu'res which are different in
their expressions.

We make the subjects try to solve a puzzle in 5 seconds and then look at a motion picture
suggestive of the solution of the problem. Our task is to observe their behavior by a kind of motion
sampling method.

Each of the four motion pictures used (a) shows the front view of the performer, (b) is taken
from rear upper-side of him, (c¢) involves some cuts of stop-motions, and (d) another prolix film
involving “stop-motions”. 7

The subjects are 296 school children (3rd year and 6th vear) plus 43 adults.

Qur main findings are as follows, .

1} . The motion picture (b) has been proved to be highest in the communicability, even significantly
higher than the motion picture (a).

2) The motion pictures involving “stop-motions” are more communicable to the gth ye'ar ‘school
children than to 3rd vear. .
3) The reason why the motion pictures involving “stop-motions” are, in general, less communicable
than those taken from the rear upper side seems to be that the former emphasizes the parts of the

required performance so explicitly that the subjects become blinded of the whole context of it.
4) The fact that there is not any remarkable difference in the experimental results between children
and adults shows that ability of adults to abstract perceptually is not always superior to that of

children. )
This study is one of joint works with

Mr. S. Nakagawa, Hosei Univ.
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