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Study on Children’s Play
- Play at Homes -

Toshio 'I‘akedé, Sadao Murayama, Hideo Ishikawa,
Takeko Mochizuki, Akiko Maruo, Kimiko
Okawara

1. Purpose

To make clear how young children attending kindergartens and day nurseries play at their
homes.

2. Method

In 1965, using questionnaire, we asked the cooperation of the parents of children ranging from
three to five years old who were enrolled in 18 kindergartens and day nurseries in Tokyo and local
areas. We could get the answers from 1,099 parents.

3. Result

1. Considerable difference is shown in the kind of play according to the districts and circumstances.
Plays among the kindergarten children in Tokyo are quite rich in variety.

2. The kind of play is presumed to be changed with the development of children, ~but this fact
hasn't been clarified by questionnaire method.

3. It is clear that “social plays” are prevalent among girls.

4, Except the kindergarten children in Tokyo, most children have little chance to play outside
the rooms or out of doors. Including the parénts of kindergarten children in Tokyo, many
parents are troubled because there are no suitable play-grounds for their children.

5. Most of the children from three to five years old generally play in a group of two children.

6. It seems that the parents of day nurseries in Tokyo and those in local areas have little interest
in their children’s play-ground and playmate.

7. Mothers spare more time in playing with their children than fathers. The mothers of kinder-
garten children in Tokyo have more contact with their children in play than in other cases.

8. Parents are most afraid of such plays as are supposed to cause injury on their children.

9. Constructive plays are seen ambng those children who are active, composed or have social
character. Active—plays are most seen among children who are restless.

10, Children who tend to play in the room of their houses are mostly composed, or lacking in social
nature,

11. Insignificant number of children who tend to play alone are lacking in sociality or cooperative
nature.

12. Study on playthings or toys will be reported some time in future.
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