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A Case Report of a Mentally Retarded Boy
—Process of his Play with Something ﬂiowing—

Taeko Nakazawa
Dept. 8  Naoko Miyamoto

This is the report of a boy who was born in 1964 and has been suspected of autistic emotional
dxsturbance or mental retardation. He has been treated twice a week in the Nursery School for the
Young Mentally Retarded Ch:ldren of Nippon Aiiku Research Instltute The report is centered on
the process of his play during one year when he was 4 to 5 yvears of age

He likes the image that something is ﬁowmg, running and absorbed in. The therapist’s connec-
tion with him began with a manhole and ended with a manhole. His playing with the image of
flowing was changed as shown in Figure 1 to Figure 12 during one year. He who had been much
. interested in the water running, flowing and absorbed i in came to make a manhole and a basin in
the sand-box. By deing so he seemed to get himself into a flow, to experience in flowing, and then
be.. trymg little by little to get out of the flow. It is supposed that he who has been in a chaotlc
world in some phase is now growmg and stepping out of that world. )
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