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Grouping of the Three-Year Olds

—Process of cognizing a Group—

Dept. 8 Michiko Hoshi

Young Children’s Group
Natsuko Tsunetomi
Yoshiko Fujimoto

The purpose of our study is to clarify how the children of three vears old, who experience a
group life for the first time in their lives, come to cognize a group and bhegin to join- in a group
life, thereby to get materials useful for nursery care technique.

1) Studying the records of the nursery care of thé three-year-olds for 7 years, we chose the
following 4 items: a) separation from mother, b) consciousness of belongingness to a group, c)
completing a given task and d) undifferentiated state of self and others, and observed the develop-
ment of the three-vear.olds for one year. As the result of this observation, we decided to divide a .
year into 4 stages i view of the grouping nature: the first stage (for two monthsfrom -April when
the children begin to attend kindergarten), the second stage.(June~July), the third stage (Sept.~
Oct.), and the fourth stage (from Nov. to March next year). In the first stage—anxiety resulted
from the separation from mother and bewilderment at facing new experiences are observed, and
consciousness as a group member is nof: seen. In the second stage—the children bécome accustomed
to a kindergarten life being in a sort of confusion. In the third stage—as it is after summer vaca-
tion, the children show the state of 'retrogression in grouping. The grouping is settled in the latter
half of the stage. In the fourth stage—the children begin to show the consciousness as a member
of a group. Remarkable progress is also seen in individual ability. But behaviors that cannot differen-
"tiate an individual from a group, self from others are still remaining.

2) We observed 10 children ranging in age from 3:0 to 3:2 at the time when they began to
attend kindergarten to see whether they could act in a group as had been told by teachers. As to
the directions, “Rally!”, 80% of the children were able to follow them in the first stage. In the
second stage 80% of the children could follow the instructions “wait” and showed “the consciousness
of belongingness” to a small group set in a class. Observing the children who couldnt act in a
group, we found that from the ﬁrst'stage to the third stage it was when they were urged to do
something being touched on the bedy that they succeeded in doing. In the fourth stage they could
act in a group individually on a verbal urge.

Comparing with the groups of the four-year and five-year olds, we noticed the following 2 char-
acteristics in the group of the three-year-olds: 1) Motor ability as well as other abilities remarkably
developed in one year. In the first and second stages, in many cases, the children couldn’t perform.
the given tasks because their abilities were still undeveloped. 2) The children couldn’t differentiate
self from others, that was, they couldn’t objectify themselves.

In our study we could analyze the process of the three-year-olds, who showed the above-men- -
tioned two characteristics, developing their abilities and objectifying themselves, experiencing a
group life.
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