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Study on the Families of Three Generations (Report 2)

Dept. 7 Taneaki Takahashi
Mariko Mitani

In the previous study we made clear the actual status of the lives of grandmothers and behaviors
of children living in the families of three generations. In the present study we made various
investigations focussing our point on the relation between the relationship of daughter-m—law and
mother-in-law and upbringing of chlldren in the families of three generations. We 1nqu1red by

" questionnaire method the mothers consciousness of the relation between daughter-m-law and mother-
" in-law and asked mothers by group interview their actual living status in the families, To grand-
mothers, we made home visits to ask their opinions on present mothers’ opinions. Besides, we made a
* case study to discuss the way of relating the relationship of daughter-in-law and mother-in-law with
" child rearing practice which was thought difficult to be grasped by the above.-mentioned quesnonnalre )
" and interview methods. i
The results of our investigations clearly show that in bringing up children in the families of
three generations, various problems are delicately intertwined reflecting the complicated human re-
lationship in the families, and resulting m exerting unfavorable influence upon the children. . Above
all, lack in consistency in child upbrmgmg practice is always exlstent as a senous problem, contaln-f'
ing in it the opposition of thoughts old and new. L
The honest actual status of ‘upbringing children in the present families of three genev:ahons;’,~
- seems that although both old generation and younger generation ostensibly give way to each other, o
- as a matter of fact, each generation practise their own upbringing method on their chlldren or grand-
" children persisting in their own conwctmns .
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