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Researches for the Improvement of rearing New-born Infants
Jushichirco Naitoo et al.

Chapter I Study on Upbringing Attitudes of Mothers

Dept. 1 Takashi Wagatsuma
Etsuko Nozue
Yuuko Chiga

Kozawa et al.

(Nlppon Women’s University
Dept. of Home Economics

Purpose : In our previous study we investigated by what mechanism each mother’s upbrmgmg
attitude had been revealed. In this report we aimed at analyzing the rvelation between the early
life history of a primipara and her upbringing attitude towards her first child, Especially, we studied
on how the mother-child relationship in the early life history of the studied subject mﬂuenced and
had connection with the present relation to her first child.

Subjects : We chose 25 primiparae who understood the purport of our study and who could
answer our questions in several interviews with us from among the primiparae who had glven ‘_
birth to babies during the period from August to the end of October in 1970 at Obstetric & 'Gyn-
aecological Dept. of Ajiku Hospital. ' ’

‘Method : Adopted the following 3 methods to collect materials; (1) interview (with each of
the subjects and with her real mother), (2) projective test, and (3) investigation sheet (to mqulre .
the subject’s living environment, etc.) ‘

Findings: We examined the relation between the result of the projective test (test by photo- .
graphs like TAT) and the subject’s early life history. The projective test was given twice, one
month after the subject was delivered of a baby and eight montbs after. In examining the above.
stated relation, we paid attention to whether the subject’s mother-child relationship was projected in
the reactions to the photographs. As the result of. the examination, we divided the reactions into.
the following 3 groups; Group l-the mother-child relationship is projected, and it is described as a
stable situation. Group 2-although the relationship is projected, it is not described as a stable situ-
ation. Group 3-the mother-child relationship is not pro;ected at all. It was found that the result of
each subject’s reactions to the photographs were varied and the subject’s attitude towards her child .
was diversified. We cannot mention the characteristic of the subject’s history in these groups nor ’

.can we classify the subjects into some sorts of patterns. It is because the difference m the attitude |
towards the child stems from the fact that various factors are imtricately tied up. It is d1ﬁ’1cu1t to,__
take out a single factor and discuss its cause and effect. So far as we have studled ‘we have found
that the way how the subject was treated in her childhood by grown-ups (parents, brothers, sisters) ‘
and the way how the subject herself accepted the attitudes of those grown-ups towards her have deep
effects upon the attitude towards the subject’s child when she found herself ;n the pos:tlon of a‘j

. grown-up (a mother). ’ '




