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A study of the efforts of Aiiku-Han (organizations to promote community health):
Using an instrument to assess initiative

Susumu SAITO, Emi OHBA

[Abstract] There is a renewed appreciation of the importance of community. Accordingly, efforts of community
organizations should be encouraged and enhanced. Assessment and a training plan are crucial to efforts by community
organizations to provide child-raising assistance. This study used an instrument to measure the level of initiative in order
to reveal the relationship between that initiative and efforts by community organizations. The instrument to assess
initiative was used to survey 552 Aiiku-Han organizations (organizations to promote community health) in 154
municipalities nationwide.

Survey results revealed the level of initiative and considerable efforts by community organizations. Results also
revealed an association between efforts and initiative. There were issues with use of the instrument to assess initiative, but

results suggested that it be used in organizational training as a guide to efforts by community organizations.

[Keywords] community organizations, Aiiku-Han, instrument to assess initiative, assessment
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