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An Investigation of Japanese Family Day Care (4)

Osamu OYAMA, Junichi SHOJI, Mari OGI, Taeko SAITO, Miki SUNAGA
Takehiro AMINO, Yasuko UEMURA, Sumi FUKUKAWA, Michiko SUZUKI, Chie TAKATSUIJI

Abstract : The goal of this research was to develop an assessment system for family day care (defined as day care for
young children under three years old practiced in carer’s own home), to promote the betterment of care. The adequacy
of a 68-item assessment form was tested in a questionnaire survey of family day care workers, as a checklist
self-assessment. The results showed that family day care workers evaluated many items positively, but items with
regard to planning, record-keeping and documentation, and cooperation with and utilization of other agencies were
evaluated as insufficient. It is apparent from these data that professionals need to gain a better understanding of role of
the family day care workers through training and learning of good practices, and also that improvements can be made
through discussions with supervisors, and directors of cooperate nursery schools. The next task in this ongoing research
is to examine the viability of an assessment form for other individuals, such as supervisors or supporters of family day
care workers.

Keywords : family day care, family day care workers, self-assessment, contents of day care, assessment items
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