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A Study on Temperament of Child (2) :
Mother’ s Perception of Behavioral Characteristics of Her Newborn Baby

Junichi SHOJI, Atsuhiro SOEDA, Tsugumi IWASAKI, Kihei MAEKAWA

To understand the origin and development of temperamental characteristics of child, we have to know
its relations to newborn behavioral characteristics, The purpose of this study was to clarify behavi
oral characteristics of the newborn babies. The authors de'veloppe'd a questionnaire for mothers, The
questionnaire consisted of 37 items, such as behaviors, activities, or rhythmicities during feeding,
eXcretion, crying, sleep-wake cycles, which were easi'ly observed in several days care by mothers. Da
ta were obtained for 117 newborns, 6 day-old, on the questionnaire. The results showed individual di
fferences in behavioral characteriétics, which suggested usefulness of the questionnaire for underst
anding mother’ s perception of behavioral characteristics of her baby.

Key words: Temperament, Newborn, Behavioral characteristics, Questionnaire, Mother s perception
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