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Child and Family Services Systems in Ontario {Canada), Britain, and Japan: A Comparative
Research
Shigehiro Takahashi, PhD
1to Peng, Ph.D Candidate

Abstract:

This research compares and contrasts child and family services systems in Ontario (Canada),
Britain, and Japan, and attempts to propose a direction for a practical and comprehensive
child and family services system so much needed in Japan in the near future.

Specifically, this research will attempt to address the following issues: 1) a need for a
better integration and development of "family services system” similar to those found in North
America into existing public organizations in this'country, such as Child Guidance Center: 2)
a need to realize the notion of the rights of children; 3) a need to support parents achieve a
better family function through family services system; 4) the nature of trends from institu-
tional care to residential care, as seen in countries such as Canada; and finélly 5) a need to
integrate the proposed child and family services svstem in Japan with the global trends toward
a greater recognition of children’s rights and importance of families as expressed in the UK
Convention on the Rights of Children and the 1994 United Nations International Year of Family.

Key ¥ords: The wellbeing of the child, family services, zaitaku child welfare, child
and family services, child and family services system, the Four P’s, Quasi-Autonomous Non-
Governmental Organization (QANGO).
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